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Japanese Story
Dir. Sue Brooks, Australia, 2003, (15), 105 minutes,
Toni Collette, Gotaro Tsunashima, Matthew Dyktynski, Lynette Curran
Geologist, Sandy (Collette), takes a Japanese businessman into the Australian outback to show him the mining venture in which he has a 9% share. A detour leads to an unplanned night under the stars and a change in their cool relationship.  Just when we anticipate a predictable turn of events, a plot twist eradicates any sense of certainty and allows Collette (The Sixth Sense, The Hours, About a Boy) to demonstrate the range and sensitivity of her considerable acting ability. 
Brooks, working with an intentionally sparse screenplay, coaxes wonderful performances from both leads and supporting cast where looks mean more than words.  The outback is exquisitely filmed and the original score enhances a sense of dislocation in one of those rare films that leaves you wondering and caring about how these people will face their futures.
Hugely popular in Australia, Japanese Story swept the board for prizes in 2003/04. Elsewhere the majority of critics recognised its power and affecting performances while a few found the pacing a tad slow rather than sensitive.
What the critics said: 
‘Toni Collette gives her best performance yet in this terrifically acted relationship drama set in the Australian desert.’ Peter Bradshaw, The Guardian.
‘This genre-blending picture is as unpredictable as real-life, taking you on an emotional journey where the departure point never suggests the final destination. It's wrong-footing and refreshing … Its power is palpable. See it.’   Nev Pierce, BBCi – Films.
‘Just sit back and let the film -- lyrically shot by Ian Baker -- enfold you. Tsunashima is superb, and a never-better Collette has a radiant intensity that hits you right in the heart. She burns this movie into your memory.’ Peter Travers, Rolling Stone.
Awards
2003, Australian Film Institute: Best Actress, Best Direction, Best Film, Best Cinematography, Best Screenplay, Best Original Music
2003, Film Critics Circle of Australia Awards: Best Actor, Best Film, Best Director, Best Cinematography, Best Music Score
2004, Miami Film Festival, FIPRESCI Award, Sue Brooks
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