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Transamerica
Special event celebrating LGBT history month in association with Merton Council

Dir. Duncan Tucker, 2005, USA, (15), colour, 103 minutes
Felicity Huffman, Kevin Zegers, Fionnula Flanagan, Graham Greene
This multi-award wining drama is the labour of love of director Duncan Tucker

What the critics said
Duncan Tucker’s 2005 indie flick painstakingly dismantles every stereotype about transsexuals, hustlers, and “normal” heterosexuals to build a world of truth cannily within the confines of a comedic road movie. Felicity Huffman’s transitioning Bree – and why shouldn’t the transgender lead, a real woman on the inside, be played by a real woman on the inside (and outside)? – with her long flowing skirts and acute self-awareness is the most conservative character in the film (as anyone desperately wanting to “pass” would be). Bree’s long lost son Toby, played by a wise-beyond-his-years Kevin Zegers, is the pitch perfect profile of a gay-for-pay hustler – young, handsome, charming, a recreational drug user with business savvy. And lost. As the two embark on a cross-country journey of self-discovery Tucker never veers off into heavy-handed melodrama, but gives his characters ample space to both grow and breathe. Bree and Toby prove that whoever we are, it’s always less important than where it is we’re going. www.spout.com
‘Theatre audiences have long relished McDonagh's brilliant combinations of the bizarre, macabre and tragicomic and it is very exhilarating to see him provide lip-smackingly satisfying roles for his actors.’ Peter Bradshaw, The Guardian.
‘Farrell reminds us of why he used to be held in such high regard, threading Ray with a compelling combination of fractious ennui, roguish cheek, impetuous innocence and moral anguish.’  Basil Lawrence, The Lumiere Reader.
‘There are times of great sadness and poignancy, times of abandon, times of goofiness, and that kind of humor that is really funny because it grows out of character and close observation.’ Roger Ebert, Chicago Sun-Times.
Awards: 4 wins so far and 19 nominations including


2008, BIFA, Best Director: Martin McDonagh

2008, Boston Society Film Critics: Best New Filmmaker: Martin McDonagh

2009, Golden Globe, Best Actor: Colin Farrell.

2009, BAFTA, 4 nominations.
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