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Wimbledon Film Club/BookFest Special Event: Intro and Q&A with Slumdog’s Simon Beaufoy and Mark Digby
Slumdog Millionaire

Dirs. Danny Boyle/Loveleen Tandan, 2008, UK, (15), some subtitles, 120 minutes. Dev Patel, Anil Kapoor, Freida Pinto.
Based on Vikas Swarup’s novel ‘Q and A’, Slumdog Millionaire tells the story of an orphan (Jamal) from the slums of Mumbai, a petty thief, imposter and survivor. At twenty he finds himself on a TV quiz show  - he answers every question correctly and becomes a national hero. But is he a cheat? The reasons he knows the answer to each question are spliced into the film as a series of flashbacks from his life.
Danny Boyle’s filmography including Shallow Grave (1995), Trainspotting (1996), A Life Less Ordinary (1997),The Beach (2000) contains moments of brilliance, but  would anyone have predicted critical recognition in the order of 8 Oscars and 92 other awards for Slumdog? Grossing $362 million so far, the film represents an astonishing box office success, critically acclaimed in the Western World and the subject of discussion among people in India and the Indian diaspora.
To tell us their part in bringing Slumdog Millionaire to the screen and to give insight into why the film attracted so much attention and success, Slumdog’s Oscar-winning screenplay writer, Simon Beaufoy, and production designer, Mark Digby, are here to introduce the film and answer your questions after the screening.

What the critics said
‘The film uses dazzling cinematography, breathless editing, driving music and headlong momentum to explode with narrative force, stirring in a romance at the same time.’  Roger Ebert, Chicago Sun-Times.
‘Director Danny Boyle takes the bare bones of Vikas Swarup’s novel and turns the film into an electric, visceral, kinetic feast.’  Shubhra Gupta, Express India.
‘It's got punch and narrative pizzazz: a strong, clear, instantly graspable storyline … it's definitely got that quirky-underdog twinkle and the silverware glint of awards can't be far away.’  Peter Bradshaw, The Guardian.
100 major awards & 39 other nominations including
2009, American Academy, 8 Oscars: Best Picture, Best Writing, Best Director, Best Cinematography, Best Editing, Best Score/Original Song/ Sound.

2009, 7 BAFTAs: Best, Film, Best Director, Best Screenplay (Adapted), Best Cinematography, Best Editing, Best Music, Best Sound.

2009, 4 Golden Globes: Best Director, Best Motion Picture, Best Screenplay, Best Original Score.
