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After the Wedding

Dir.Susanne Bier, 2006, Denmark/Sweden, (15), subtitles, 120 minutes.

Mads Mikkelson, Rolf Lassgard, Sidse Babett Knudsen, Stine Fischer Christensen.
Jacob, a Scandinavian aid worker (Mikkelson) manages an orphanage in Mumbai. He is contacted by a potential patron, Jorgen, (Lassgard) and given an unusual offer. After a twenty year absence Jacob reluctantly returns to Copenhagen to try to secure the funding. But there’s something strange about Jorgen’s agenda as he protracts the decision, invites Jacob to his daughter’s wedding and introduces his wife. At the heart of the powerplay between the two men lies a secret.  And yes, Jorgen’s wife is a figure from Jacob’s past, but the plot’s better than that and keeps you guessing as secrets within secrets and one plot twist after another are revealed.
Apart from the assured direction and excellent screenplay, what’s really remarkable about this film is the quality of the acting.  All the central performers take chances and the result towards the end of the film is a visceral experience of human frailty and emotion. The film persuaded most critics it was not unbelievable melodrama, but thoroughly captivating, first rate drama. 
It’s easy to see why this film was nominated for an Oscar for Best Foreign Language Film. Bier was unlucky, 2007 was an extraordinary year for the Academy Awards, without Pan’s Labyrinth and The Lives of Others, After the Wedding would surely have won.

What the critics said: 
‘The characters are fascinating and nuanced, and the actors go for broke. There are no guarantees with this sort of thing, but it really is possible that one or two scenes in "After the Wedding" will stay with you for the rest of your life.’ Mike LaSalle, San Francisco Chronicle.
‘A drama about shattering revelations and difficult choices, "After the Wedding" could easily have become unbearably sentimental and cliched. Instead, it manages to be both emotional and engaging.’ Gunnar Rehlin, Variety.com
‘Another elegant and well-turned piece of work, perhaps Bier's most persuasive movie yet.’  Peter Bradshaw, The Guardian.
7 major awards including
2007, Festroia–Troia International Film Festival, Jury Special Prize: Susanne Bier; Best Actor: Rolf Lassgard
2007, Bodil Awards, Best Supporting Actress: Stine Fischer Christensen

2007, Film by the Sea International Film Festival (Netherlands): Audience Award.










PMJA
