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4 months, 3 Weeks and 2 days
Dir. Cristian Mungiu, 2007, Romania, (15), subtitles, 113 minutes.

Anamaria Marinca, Laura Vasiliu, Vlad Ivanov.
This hard-hitting film is a widely considered to be a masterpiece – a showcase of Romanian new wave cinema. Yes, it’s about illegal abortion under the Ceausescu regime, but it’s also a superb taut thriller, with the direction, screenplay and acting combining to give us a scintillating story of betrayal, survival and friendship between women. The film does not moralise or take sides about abortion, the decision has already been made offscreen, and the story centres on the visceral impact of the decision on the two women involved. 
Mungui’s directs with a tight economy which oozes discomforting authenticity. 4 months was filmed with a handheld 35mm and nearly every scene is shot in a single set up so that the film seems to happen in real time. This technique draws the viewer into the unfolding horror of the situation and strengthens identification with the characters. It might not be comfortable viewing but it’s definitely worth the unease – you’ll leave the cinema having engaged with terrific performances and caring about Otilia (Marinca) and Gabriella (Vasiliu).
What the critics said: 
‘4 months is a white-knuckle deal’ J. Hoberman, The Village Voice.
‘As a drama it’s superbly observed and telling in every subtle detail; yet it is also simply exciting… as any thriller.’ Peter Bradshaw, The Guardian.
Marinca’s staggering performance contorts so naturally to the cruelty of the time.’ Chris Cabin, Reel.com
17 major awards including




2007, Cannes Film Festival, Golden Palm, FIPRESCI Prize: Cristian Mungiu

2007, European Film Awards, Best Director & Best Film: Cristian Mungiu

2008, National Society of Film Critics Awards: Best Foreign Language Film
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