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Dancer in the Dark. (2000) 

Director: Lars von Trier 2000

Certificate 15

Tonight’s film 

Dancer in the Dark is an award-winning musical film drama released in 2000. It was directed by Lars von Trier and stars Björk Guðmundsdóttir, Catherine Deneuve, David Morse, Vladica Kostic, Cara Seymour and Peter Stormare. The soundtrack for the film, released as the album Selmasongs, was created entirely by Björk.

Dancer in the Dark is the third film in von Trier's 'Golden Heart Trilogy'; the previous two films were Breaking the Waves (1996) and The Idiots (1998). The film was an international co-production between companies based in several countries: Denmark, Germany, The Netherlands, United States, United Kingdom, France, Sweden, Finland, Iceland and Norway. It was shot with a hand held camera, and was somewhat inspired by a Dogme 95 look.

Dancer in the Dark premiered at the Cannes Film Festival to standing ovations and controversy and was awarded the Palme d'Or, along with the Best Actress award for Björk. The song "I've Seen It All" was nominated for an Academy Award for Best Song.

What the critics said: 
“Bjork gives a great performance - there's magic in it -- but perhaps due to von Trier's punishing demands she says she won't act again. As Selma, she sings, "I've seen it all/There is no more to see." Nonsense. You've never seen anything like Dancer in the Dark.” Peter Travers. Rolling Stone
"Dancer in the Dark" is not like any other movie at the multiplex this week, or this year. It is not a "well made film," is not in "good taste," is not "plausible" or, for many people, "entertaining." But it smashes down the walls of habit that surround so many movies. It returns to the wellsprings. It is a bold, reckless gesture. And since Bjork has announced that she will never make another movie, it is a good thing she sings.” Roger Ebert. Chicago Sunday Times
Awards
Cannes Film Festival - Best Actress (Björk) 

Cannes Film Festival - Golden Palm Award (Lars von Trier) 

Edda Awards (Iceland) - Best Actress (Björk) 

European Film Awards - Best Actress (Björk) 

European Film Awards - Best Film 

Golden Satellite Awards - Best Original Song (I've Seen It All) 

Goya Awards - Best European Film (Lars von Trier)
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